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Interview with Christine Boutros
- Inspiring Person
Alain Brunelle
This interview was motivated by Christine’s attendance
at many activities of the Association. It was noted by
many that it was remarkable how she kept such a
positive morale – it would make someone in perfect
health blush with shame.
Christine is probably better known in Quebec than
elsewhere in Canada. She lives with a situation which
requires strength of character and a resolution to enjoy
the years granted to her despite her illness.
Indeed, she is a victim of a terrible disease – Secondary
Progressive Multiple Sclerosis (SPMS) - which is not
treatable and that does not respond to medication.
Christine is strongly motivated to live a near normal life
despite the fact that she is confined to a wheelchair.
For someone like her, at such a young age, this is not an
easy situation.
In recent times, Christine has held the following
positions at BDC:



AVP Credit – Montreal North Shore 2005 to
March 2007
AVP Corporate Financing - April 2007 to July
2010 when she went on disability. During the
last months at this job, she said she preferred
work and to occupy her mind but finally, the
disease took hold.

The deterioration to the secondary stage was quick and
she noticed the gradual loss of capacity over only a 2
week span.
Christine tells us that life continues now with a new
reality. She is amazed and feels that it is surprising to
see how people can adapt to their unexpected health
needs. Despite this disease and the many challenges
associated with it, she was able to find the faith which
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greatly helped her to accept the situation and find some inner peace. By her nature, she was always
optimistic, but it was still quite a challenge.
In 2010, Christine bought a condo which allowed her to maintain her independence. She has lived alone
since 2009 and has had to fend for her own needs. She is surrounded by family and several friends who
help and she receives some in-home services (housekeeper, grocery, pharmacy, hairdresser, etc). She
pays tribute to her son, Alexander, and her friend Suzanne who provide so much help and support. She
praised the dedication and love of her relatives.
Contrary to what one may think,Christine does not spend her days doing nothing. Always there are the
individual household activities but she enjoys movies, restaurants, and outings with friends. In the
summer, she has participated in sailing and in the winter, she took Zumba classes in her chair. Her car is
adapted to her needs and she uses it almost daily.
Her greatest happiness is seeing others happy and to be present at special events such as weddings,
births, celebrations, etc. She loves life and has a remarkable human sense.
While she worked at BDC and she dreamed about retirement. Christine had purchased a painting that
was representative of a street of flowers in either Spain or Portugal. She had plans to establish a pied à
terre in one of these places. Unfortunately, things have changed and she told us that these places are
now inaccessible since they are poorly adapted to her condition. If she wants to travel or settle
elsewhere for some time, she will have to look to the United States where facilities are more readily
available.
On a more positive side, the progression of her disease is now slower and her condition has stabilized.
Christine accepts the situation as it is.
Christine has authorised us to provide her email address in case anyone would like to send a little
message. Do not do this to commiserate with her. She would like to pass the message on to everyone
that while there is life, we can find happiness and joie de vivre.
She ended our meeting by saying: “If you have things you want to do, do not hesitate to do them now.
We cannot predict the surprises of life...”
Christine, you are a champion.
E-mail: Christine.boutros@yahoo.ca
During my long career at BDC (38 years), I had the
opportunity to meet several people who have
made an impression on me with their personality
and their achievements. Christine is surely one that
struck me as one of the most impressive among
them.
Not only Christine impresses due to her charm,
intellect and her presence, but in addition, she has
leadership that manifested itself in a humane way,
full of sensitivity and determination. I remember
Christine as an ambitious person, but never at the
expense of those around her him. She always
showed respect for others. She worked very hard to achieve her personal and professional goals while
having concern for the success of her team.
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Christine has always been a fighter who ardently defended the well-being of her clients, colleagues and
employees. Retired, she still has all of these qualities, but her disease has made sure she must fight
primarily now for herself with the same courage that she has always shown. We miss us you, see you
continue to fight like a champion.
Michel Bourret

What would you do without medical insurance?
Lois Marsden
My husband Gerry and I are snowbirds
who for a number of years have
passed the winter months in
California in the Coachella Valley …
otherwise referred to as the Palm
Springs area. We enjoy the golf, any
new and old friends, and the myriad
activities in the valley.
Shortly after our arrival at our
southern home last November, we
went hiking up the mountain with
another couple. About a third of the
way up Gerry felt chest pain and was totally winded and fatigued. We all put it down to being early in
the season, and that he was out of condition. Off we went to Starbucks for a latte and some social chit
chat. Later that day when we were at home it became clear that this was not fatigue and before long,
my husband shouted out to me, “Grab the medical file. We are going to the hospital.”
When we arrived, we saw a sign that said, “If you have chest pain, shout out”. Gerry did just that and
with his, “Chest Pain. Chest Pain.” people came out of nowhere and he was hustled off to be poked,
prodded, CT scanned and cared for by the professionals in the Eisenhower Medical Center. In the
meantime, I was on the phone to our out of Province / Country Emergency Travel Assistance contact,
Allianz Global Assistance (Manulife’s emergency services provider), which took action and took over
management of the processes involved, thus allowing me to then go to my husband’s side. We knew
the process and knew who to call in this emergency and had the card with me that detailed the
pertinent contact numbers.
Gerry does not drink alcohol, does not smoke, walks the golf course and is generally fit but life
sometimes gives us a smack on the head or a punch in the solar plexus.
My husband nearly died. He had a triple heart bypass operation and was in ICU for 6 days as they
brought him back to life and eased his way through the ordeal. All this time, Allianz Global Assurance
communicated with us as the process unfolded. We knew the cost would be high, having learned this
from our friends and acquaintances living full time in the US. It was frightening and very intimidating.
Allianz assured us from the beginning that they would cover the costs, and that is exactly what they did.
They kept us informed of the ongoing invoices and payments as they occurred over the next several
months. The Case Managers were caring during the ordeal and the administrative division was open for
questions and in giving us a complete and timely understanding of what was being paid. We were

Page 4

LINK

Fall & Winter 2015 / 16

patient and understood the process would take time. It was over 6 months before everything was
completed.
I write this to help us all understand the value and need for medical travel insurance and for those
working with Allianz Global Assistance coverage to appreciate exactly what we have with them; but also
to advise that you must verify your coverage to fully understand what you have, how it works and to
have medical files available in case trouble ensues when outside the country. You have to do your own
“homework”. No one is going to simply tell you, as each situation is unique.
I am grateful to BDC for the years of work, interesting projects and people and also for the fine benefits
this organization has made possible for us. This time of our lives is truly now GOLDEN.
This article was written by Lois Marsden (Lois Campbell when working at the Bank) in response to recent
material in LINK. The information following is from other BDC Pensioners’ Association members and we
have included some frequently asked questions as well.
Lois worked with FBDB/BDC primarily in Management Services in the BC and Yukon Regional Office. The
Bank gave her the opportunity to work with capable people and to assist small business owners in
developing and building their businesses. Words that describe those 13 years are: exciting, fun,
cooperation, friendship and professional growth and respect for and from her peers and mentors. One
needed drive, ambition and knowledge ... a willingness to fulfill objectives. Great experience!
Other members wrote of their experience using our out of Province / Country coverage.
I was glad to hear you had a good experience with Allianz. My spouse and I have spent our winters in
the United States since 1992. We have had occasion to use Allianz/Manulife on several occasions, and
our experience has also been quite favourable. I might pass on one experience which occurred two
years ago. I had to go to the emergency department of a hospital. I received a bill for $1,400 which I
submitted to Allianz. In due course I received a letter from them saying that they had negotiated a
discount to $900, had paid it, and the account was paid in full. Within a day or so I received a letter
from the hospital enclosing a bill for $500. I phoned and inquired about this. The person told me it was
the co-pay. "Co-pay", I asked? "Yes, that is the part of the bill you have to pay." I then asked if she
could explain one further matter and told her that I had a letter from Allianz saying they had negotiated
a discount and the bill was paid in full. So why was I being asked to pay the $500? A suddenly very
flustered person nervously said that a senior representative would call me right back. I'm still waiting
for the call.
This member was not the only one to mention the request for the unpaid amount. One
said that the hospital had actually turned the amount owing into a collection agency. A
member said that he was just ignoring it but was advised to contact Allianz who would
then get in touch with the doctor.
The lesson here is that Allianz, as a normal course of business, negotiates a lesser
amount but you, the insured, are not responsible for paying the difference. The hospital
or doctor will try but you need only refer the matter to Allianz. They always inform you
of the negotiated amount and the amount they have paid.
Another member wrote: My spouse and I visited Vegas in 2013. She required medical attention and was
taken by ambulance to the nearest hospital. She remained in the ER for most of the day. The hospital
required us to pay $2,000 on our MasterCard. Allianz reimbursed us in full for the hospital fee and
prescriptions, as well as paying the ambulance company directly. Our dealings with Allianz and Manulife
have been excellent over the years.
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FAQ regarding our retirement benefits
1. I lost my Manulife card. How do I get another one?
If you are registered with Manulife for use of the web site – you request registration and access and a
PIN is mailed to you for access – you can print your personalised card directly. If you do not use a
computer, you must telephone Manulife and they will advise you.
2. I was advised by Manulife that I don’t have coverage for a particular medical procedure. My friend
who worked for the Bank gets this covered. Can you, as the Association, intercede for me?
Your benefits are tied to those benefits in effect for you personally at the date of retirement. The
Association would be delighted to assist but your benefits are yours and are confidential. You must pay
attention to the Benefit Statement you receive at the end of each calendar year. That outlines things for
you. You need to refer to your own Benefits after Retirement section of your benefits binder. That tells
you about your coverages. No one can explain things to you because each case is unique and you have
to read and follow the information pertaining to you.
3. Our coverages are out of step with today’s costs for specialised treatments. When is the Bank going
to update our coverage? Can the Association push for this?
First of all, see number 2 above.
It is unlikely that the Bank will change the coverage you have – either increase or decrease it. The
contract with the Bank was made at the date you retired and that is the deal you have. It is just like your
pension amount. It was agreed to when you accepted it at the date of retirement - $x per month plus
indexing. The benefits were your coverage. It was mentioned a while ago that premiums are constantly
increasing, and that some of these increased costs might be reflected by increasing premiums to
pensioners. This has not yet happened.
4. I had a minor heart incident in late October and I have already paid my deposit for a Villa in Portugal
for the months of January and February. Will the 90 day pre-existing condition limitation prohibit me
from going?
This 90 day clause usually is included in your Provincial Health Coverage as well as in our out of Province
/ Country coverage in our supplementary insurance. Your Provincial coverage must be in effect or your
supplemental insurance is not valid. If you have an incident that was as a direct result of the heart
incident, then you run the risk of not having coverage.
It is the same as any condition – if you have a problem that is as a result of any condition that was
treated within the 90 day window, you may not be covered. But, for example, if you are in a car accident
that was not caused by the pre-existing condition, then it is likely you will be covered.
People with chronic illnesses that are nearly debilitating have been covered for emergencies that occur
that are not related to those illnesses.
As well, you can buy pre-existing condition insurance from Manulife and other insurance companies.
The expense may be worth the peace of mind.
If in doubt, you could contact Allianz and hopefully clarify your personal situation.
If you have any comments or experiences that you wish to share, please contact one of the Directors or
the Executive. The information to reach these individuals is found on the final page of this newsletter.
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The 2015 Annual General Meeting
This year the AGM was held on June 10 in Montreal. Each year the Executive of the BDC Pensioners’
Association along with one representative from each Region (Atlantic, Quebec, Ontario, Prairies, and BC
Yukon) get together with the members of the host region for a luncheon and to hold the AGM. This year
the representatives from the regions were Dan Daley from Nova Scotia, Rick Floyd from New Brunswick
(since the Prairies opted not to send a delegate, Rick was invited), Ed Wilk from Ontario, Jim Anhorn
from BC and, of course, all 5 of the Quebec Directors – Michel Tremblay (the “official” delegate),
Ghislain Hudon (the luncheon and AGM organizer), Denis Couture (the Master of Ceremonies and the
Co-Chair for the AGM), Alain Brunelle and the newest Director, Roger Michel.
The evening before
the event, the
Executive – Pat
Massier, Réal
Leahey, Ching Jung
and their spouses
(Brian Massier,
Anne Gagne, and
Irving Handelman),
Wendy McCulloch,
and John Taggart
along with Jim
Anhorn and Patti
Walberg, Dan Daley,
Rick Floyd, and Ed
and Diane Wilk
went out for a wonderful meal together as only a Montreal restaurant could provide. These gettogethers before the AGM are not part of the AGM costs, nor are the spouses’ costs for travel included.
The morning of the AGM was the
opportunity for the members of the Board
to get together over a light breakfast to
discuss, face-to-face, issues affecting the
Association such as budget matters, bylaws, and social activity organization. This
is our only opportunity each year for such
a meeting.
The luncheon at the Golf des Iles on Ile
Charron in Boucherville was a lobster
buffet. This is an annual event in Quebec
and was combined with the AGM this year.
Louise Dufour, Vice-president Talent
Strategies and Total Compensation spoke
to the group of 61 members and spouses (the largest turn out to an AGM in a number of years) on
behalf of the Bank.
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The AGM commenced the business portion of the session and there was great participation from those
present.
Several of the out-of-town participants stayed on for a few days, touring Montreal and taking advantage
of the beautiful June weather.
In all, a successful meeting. The AGM for 2016 will be held in the Vancouver area, most likely in
September.

Cross Canada Social Activities
For more pictures of these activities and others, go to bdcpa.org.

British Columbia
Cruising at Nanaimo's Floating Dinghy Dock Pub - July 28 2015 - Carolyn and John Auld , Bertha and John
Davis , Sherri Seib, Ed and Arli Burnett, Rhonda and Jim Hercus, Ben and Sue Weaver, Nadine and Harold
Dashevsky
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BDC Pensioners enjoying a BC halibut
lunch - Victoria – July 9 2015 Joan
Horwood, Harold Dashevsky, Nadine
Dashevsky, Anne Russo, Jules
Russo, John Auld, Caroline Auld, Casy
Vandenbrink

The first social event this year for Metro BC was held on July 5th at Hastings Park Raceways. 16 folks
attended a “Day at the Races” and enjoyed some superb weather, an excellent buffet and the thrill of
winning a few dollars by picking the right horses.
The second social event this year for Metro BC
was a wine tasting and lunch held at Backyard
Vineyards & Winery on September 30th. Many
of our pensioner group must have been “smitten
by the wine gods” as 41 folks attended this
event.

We started our tour in the vineyard and ended with a
behind the scenes look at the process that turns grapes
into wine. Our knowledgeable tour guide, Michael talked
about several varieties of grapes, the importance of sugar
content, and then pointed out the crushes or presses before taking us into the plant to see the
fermentation and aging vessels and the bottling room.
After the tour our group sampled several different wines while enjoying their lunch – Pictured Tom
Lougheed, Barb and Paul Livingston, Shirley Bennie, Corinne and Danny King.
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Prairies
The Winnipeg Pensioners held their annual luncheon at the Winnipeg Squash and Racquet Club May 6
2015. Bob McGregor, who had to leave early, is not included in the pictures.

Len Trotter, Ian Collins, Harold Ramsay, Harold Swartz, Richard Laverne, John Melymick

Al Brockmeyer, Leigh Morton, Gary Franzmann, Joan Kirouc, Syl Rempel, Norm Oakley
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Ontario
Ontario Region’s first annual social event was a luncheon held at Woodbine Race Track on Saturday,
May 30, 2015. We initially reserved seating for 30 and had 39 members register. It was one of our
better attended Woodbine events in a number of years. All members had window seats to view the
races and cheer on their winning or losing horse. Some excitement occurred on the track when a horse
threw its jockey and ran clockwise on the track. It took several outriders to finally corral the horse.
Prior to the race the members dined on a well-stocked and prepared buffet. Nobody went home
hungry.
We plan to return to Woodbine in May, 2016
Trius Winery – Niagara on the Lake – September 17 2015

The weather was glorious and the rows of grape vines providing a backdrop for the event. Seating was
limited to 28 and the event was sold out early. It was the first time we had a waiting list. The members
had a great time socialising over a glass of sparkling wine prior to sitting down to a gourmet meal
accompanied with red and white wine that complemented the food. The servers were attentive to our
needs and the food was beautifully presented and was delicious. This lunch surpassed last year’s meal
which was ranked very highly. The meal included a fabulous herbed and cheese fresh tomato soup, roast
capon over bok choy and smashed potatoes with artichokes and a chocolate ganache/ cheese cake /
strawberry delight to finish. The dessert itself should become an essential part of everyones’ diet.
A straw vote was taken and it was agreed that a September, 2016 return engagement was in order.
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One of our Active Members, Lori Dobie, attended the Trius
winery luncheon and she noted that the name tags in use
were the old fashioned pin-on type. An Active Member is
a classification of membership that describes those who
have not yet retired but have 25 years or more of service
with the Bank (Actively Employed).
Lori suggested to the branch manager of St Catharines,
Paul Goodwin, that the Association could use different
name tags and we thank him, Lori, and Kathryn Sebeslav
for the 50 beautiful lanyards with name tags. We will use
them with pride.

Quebec
Méchoui August 27 2015 Held on the South Shore of
Montreal
There were 50 people
attending. They ate corn
and had a very tasty lunch
with wine, in a country
style environment.
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Upcoming Social Events
British Columbia –
Come Celebrate - BDC Pensioner's Christmas Luncheon (for Current Retirees & future members)
Saturday, December 12 2015 Delta Burnaby Hotel and Conference Centre 4331 Dominion Street,
Burnaby, BC
11:30 a.m. – 12:00 Noon – No Host Reception
12:00 Noon – Luncheon (Spouses/Partners Welcome)
RSVP – Jim Anhorn – 604-733-5262 jim-patti@shaw.ca or John Taggart – 604-514-4909
jtaggart1@telus.net by December 8th, 2015
Take Hwy 1 to Willingdon Ave. S., Merge on to Willingdon Ave S, Right on Canada Way, First Right on to
Sumner Ave, 2nd Right on to Dominion St. – 4331 Dominion Street. Located on the corner of
Willingdon and Hwy 1, with ample FREE Parking.
Prairies – Manitoba will be holding its Xmas event at The Manitoba Club on Friday December 4th.
Anyone interested in attending contact John Melymick at 204-895-4285 for details.
Ontario –
Kitchener - Oktoberfest at Bingeman’s - Tuesday, October 13 2015
We are introducing a wider variety of activities for members. Oktoberfest is a new activity that we
believe may be of interest. Our K-W Director Rob Whyte proposed this event in conjunction with this
major cultural event that is celebrated in many countries around the world.
Kitchener-Waterloo Oktoberfest is an annual nine-day festival in the twin cities of KitchenerWaterloo, Ontario. Based on the original German Oktoberfest, it is billed as Canada's
Greatest Bavarian Festival, and is the second-largest Oktoberfest in the world. It is held every October,
starting on the Friday before Thanksgiving and running until the Saturday after and attracts an
estimated 750,000-1,000,000 visitors every year.
We ask our members to support this new event and give us your opinion as to whether it is an event
that should be added as a regular activity.
Doors Open 12:00-12:30 p.m. at 425 Bingeman Centre Drive, Kitchener, Ontario, N2B 3X7. Coordinator:
Rob Whyte; email: rwhyte42@hotmail.com Tel: 519-570-9886 Registration Fee: $10 per person.
Oakville - Glen Abbey Christmas Luncheon Sunday, November 29 2015
The Christmas luncheon at Glen Abbey has been a tradition for the last 7/8 years. It is always well
attended. The food and facilities are excellent. A sumptuous buffet is provided with a large selection of
hot and cold plates. Wine is included. In addition to the meal, you can enjoy a panoramic view of the
golf course. 1333 Dorval Drive, Oakville, ON L6M 4G2; 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Reservations have been made for 40 but we can increase this. Last day for Registering is November 20,
2015. Coordinator: Ed Wilk, email: edwardwilk36@gmail.com. Tel: 289-337-1475; Registration Fee: $10
per person, payable to E. Wilk, 1107-5070 Pinedale Ave, Burlington, L7L 5V6
London - Luncheon, Saturday, December 5 2015
This is the third annual Christmas luncheon organized by our London Director, Donna Whitton. The
luncheon is held in a historic mansion located in downtown London with free parking. A delicious
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traditional turkey dinner is served with all the trimmings. Mocha Shrine 468 Colborne Street, London;
12:00 (noon) to 3:00 p.m. Seating is limited to 24. Last day for registering is November 27, 2015.
Coordinator Donna Whitton, email:whitdo@hotmail. Registration Fee: $10.00 per person payable to
Donna Whitton, 88 Edmunds Cr, London ON, N5Z 4J2

Tentative BDCPA Social in February in Florida
Last year we had a small but enjoyable get together in late-February in Sarasota Florida. There is no date
set for 2016 but it could be the middle to last week of February and perhaps Port Charlotte might be a
good meeting point.
Email Pat Massier (patmassier46@gmail.com or phone the Ontario number until October 25 (289 6790120) or Florida number after October 31 (239 567-0777) to indicate your interest and we will work out
an acceptable time and place for the majority.
So many of us from across Canada spend all or part of the winter months in this area, we should find out
how close we really are. A get together could be loads of fun because it is always interesting to visit with
people when no one is in the place people expect them to be.
The Arizona or California winterers might think about doing something like this as well.

Introducing Two New Board Members
Roger Michel: Director Quebec Retired in April 2007. Italy with Mt Etna in
the background
I joined the Bank in 1975 at the TroisRivières branch. The years that followed
brought me to work at various positions in
several branches in Quebec including
Granby, Longueuil, Hull, Montréal
(Maisonneuve), Saint-Jérôme in addition to
a few assignments in the Quebec Regional
Office. During these years, I was privileged
to witness the evolution of the Bank.
The beginning of the 21st century was
important in my career. I participated in the establishment of the BDC ‘s Subordinate Financing
Department. What a beautiful challenge to finish my career at BDC (Director Subordinate Financing).
In those 32 years at the BDC, I had the privilege of working with great people and managers who have
trusted me... Thank you very much!!!
Retirement now allows my wife Suzanne and me to enjoy a family life generously filled with our four
children and six grandchildren (soon seven). We also enjoy our retirement through travel. We have been
to China, to Europe a few times, to Egypt, to many U.S. States (including Hawaii for a destination
wedding), Argentina, Colombia, Costa Rica ... and look forward to more. In March and April we will enjoy
the Sun in Florida - play golf, ride bikes, and of course the beach.
I want to make my (modest) contribution to the BDC Pensioners’ Association with my brothers and
sisters in Quebec and the Board of Directors.
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Rick Floyd-Director New Brunswick and Prince Edward Island. Picture taken between Christ Church
and Queenstown Australia with
Mount Cook in the background

My wife Nancy and I have been
married 39 years and we have a
son and a daughter. Our son
and his wife and our grandson
live in Saskatchewan. Jim is a
RCMP officer while his wife
Sarah is a schoolteacher. Our
daughter, Amy, her husband
and our other two grandsons
live in Halifax. Amy is an
Underwriting Manager with
BDC in Halifax and has worked
for the BDC for 9 years. Her
husband Scott owns and
operates his own construction
company.
I joined FBDB in Halifax in January 1979 after working 8 years with CIBC, on the recommendation of a
friend of mine many of you know, Jacques Lemoine.
My entire 30-year career with the Bank was primarily in New Brunswick and Nova Scotia, except for a 2
year posting in Ottawa. I also left the Bank for two years in the late 80s to work with my brother-in-law
in Saint John N.B. I decided that I really missed the bank and jumped at the chance to return after
getting a call from John Ryan, who was the VP Atlantic at the time, wondering if I would like to come
back.
Over the following years, I was a Senior Account Manager in Saint John, Senior Manager Branch
Operations in Ottawa, Branch Manager in Truro, N.S., Branch Manager Saint John, N.B., Vice President
and District Manager Nova Scotia, finishing my career as Regional Manager, Partnerships and Alliances,
Atlantic and Ontario.
After almost 40 years in the Financial Services Industry, Nancy and I decided in the spring of 2011 it was
time to retire. We began planning the construction of our retirement home located just outside Saint
John N.B. and moved into it in December 2012. Nancy continued working as the CFO of a Halifax based
Telecommunications Company, retiring in January 2013 when the company was sold.
Since then we have been enjoying retirement, travelling to Australia, New Zealand, Hawaii, the
Caribbean, Florida and having recently returned from a 3 week trip around Europe. Next big trip, South
Africa!!!
Both Nancy and I are very involved in our local church; I’m the Senior Warden while she is the Treasurer,
which keeps us both busy.
We love our home in the country, 200 acres on the banks of the Hammond River. When we’re not
travelling, I’m playing gentleman farmer, clearing fields, cutting some wood and generally having fun.
I’m looking forward to working with the Pension Association and especially looking forward to reconnecting with old friends and acquaintances in N.B. and PEI.

Page 15

LINK

Fall & Winter 2015 / 16

New People to Help us Communicate
For the past 10 years, Lorette and Guy Bourbonnière have been the people who have completed about
95% of the translation for LINK / LIEN – from English t French and vice versa. They have done a
remarkable job on this and the Association expresses its gratitude. This summer they decided that they
would like to retire from this volunteer position.
Starting with this issue, we have three new volunteers who are doing the translation from English to
French (as Editor I am using an on-line translation app for the French to English and then tidying it up)
and they have done an excellent job. They are Dianne Brind’amour, Suzanne Lalonde, and Louise
Degnen-Prince. Thank you for your volunteer time.
Over the past 6 years our web site has undergone some changes. The design was changed twice. As well,
about 3 times a year, the content is updated. This work has been done by someone that is not a
member of the Association – Bill Mitchell of Liquid Designs. He is the Web Master, Pat Massier’s,
brother. Because of failing eye sight – he is legally blind – he has had to pass this volunteer work on to
Peter Charles who is taking over this aspect of our communications. We are grateful to Bill for his efforts
and look forward to working with Peter in the coming months.
Alain Brunelle has been writing articles for the past few issues of LINK / LIEN and we thank him for his
contribution. He has the following communiqué:
We hope that our articles are of interest to the majority of our members. We are
asking for more involvement from you. It is important to us to provide you with
articles that are of interest so we are soliciting your input.
In my role as contributor to Link and in order to facilitate that role, I ask that you
provide me with some guidance through answering the following questions:
Hobbies What are your main hobbies as a retiree? Why do you enjoy these past
times?
Traveling -Where have you been that you consider a special trip or vacation in the
last year or so? Why did you choose that destination? What did you like the most
during that trip?
Your short answers can be sent to: Alain Brunelle (alain.brunelle45@videotron.ca)
796 St-Etienne, Granby, Qc. J2G 9P3
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Email Communication to Members
Most Regions will be providing information on upcoming activities through LINK/LIEN, or on our web site
with email invitations only being sent to members.
Because of this, it is very important that you provide an email address – your personal one or one where
you can receive communications (neighbour, relative, friend) – to the secretary and / or your Regional
Director. Co-ordinates for these individuals can be found on the last page of this newsletter or on the
web site under Contacts.
We continue to advise that your personal information – address, telephone number, email address – is
never shared without your consent and is held by the Directors only for Association business.
We are stressing the importance of this for future communication. At present LINK / LIEN is not available
for distribution electronically due to logistics but is available on our web site.

Passings
We provide details on the passing of our members when information has been given to us. Our
Secretary sends out an email advising of passings in a more timely manner. If you wish to receive
notification, provide your email address to Réal Leahey at real.leahey@sympatico.ca. Blind c.c. is used
so your email address will not appear to other recipients.
Paul Horwood passed away April 23 after a short but valiant fight with cancer in Victoria, B.C.
Paul, a CGA, started with the Bank in the early '70s as a Credit Officer working in the Toronto, Etobicoke,
and North York branches. Later, he was asked to conduct Small Business Seminars for the Bank. While
working as a seminar leader, he was selected, by the Bank, to portray a seminar leader in a teaching
video on "How to Conduct Small Business Seminars``. He also participated in writing some of the
taxation seminars. After retirement in 1968 he served from 1992 to 1996 as a Director of the BDC
Pensioners’ Association for the Ontario Region. Failing health, forced Paul to move to Victoria, B.C.
Those who worked with Paul will remember his sense of humour, quick wit,intelligence, and that, above
all, he was always professional and a gentleman.
On his 90th birthday a private "Celebration of Paul's Life" will be held in Toronto.
We offer our most sincere condolences to Clarice Roberta and to all the other members of the family of
John E. Millard, December 19, 1922 – May 01, 2015.
Born in Sydney, Australia, he joined the Royal Australian Air Force in 1942 and was sent to Canada to
train under the British Commonwealth Air Training Program. At this time, he met and married his
beloved Clarice Roberta Chandler, who rejoined him in Australia in 1945. John returned to Canada in
1948 and commenced a thirty year career with the Industrial Development Bank. John was a long term
member of the West Vancouver Kiwanis Club, the Terminal city Club, the Capilano Golf and Country Club
and a great fan of Vancouver Symphony Orchestra. He is survived by his Wife Clarice, daughter Janice
(Myron Stutzman), son Christopher (Camille Churchfield) and three grandchildren, Loriel, Mark and
Daniel.
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We offer our most sincere condolences to members of the families of
Katherine Allert who passed away December 12, 2014 in Abbotsford B.C.
Kathleen, surviving spouse of Bruce Beatson who passed away in Winnipeg on May 5 2015
Betty L. Fehlhaber who passed away on May 29, 2015 in Kelowna B.C. She was a retiree spouse of Alois
Baudisch.
Ms Rita Jones who passed away on June 4, 2015. Rita was a pensioner from St-Hubert (Québec)
Doris, surviving spouse of Gordon Spense who passed away in Campbell River on June 8 2015
Barbara, surviving spouse of Alastair MacKay from Thunder Bay who passed away June 28 2015
Ms. Donna Mittlestead who passed away on July 14, 2015. Donna was a surviving spouse living in
Victoria, (B.C.)
Joyce, surviving Spouse of Georges Coates from Hong Kong, China, who passed away August
10 2015
Ruby surviving Spouse of Charles Cleghorn from North York who passed away September 4 2015

Our most sincere condolences to Steven and to the other members of the family of:
Ron Ralph who passed away in his sleep at his home, August 19th 2015. Ron was living in Costa Rica.
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BDC Pensioners' Association/ Association des retraités de la BDC
DIRECTEURS ET MEMBRES DU BUREAU DE DIRECTION/ DIRECTORS AND OFFICERS
Officers/Bureau de direction
President

Patricia Massier 105 Kells Lane Freelton ON L0R 1K0 289 679-0120 patmassier46@gmail.com

Vice -President

Wendy McCulloch 4690 Well Road Grand Forks BC V0H 1H5 250 442-2134 wendy@boundarycf.com

Secretary

Réal Leahey 82 Somervale Gardens Pointe-Claire QC H9R 3H5 514 695-230 real.leahey@sympatico.ca

Treasurer

Ching Jung 5573 Pinedale Cote St-Luc QC H4V 2X8 514 484-1373 irvching@yahoo.com

Director at large

John Taggart 19967 1st. Avenue

Langley BC V2Z 0A4 604 514-4909 jtaggart1@telus.net

Directeurs/Directors
NFL & Labrador

Martin Clooney 107 Portugal Cove Road St-John's NF A1B 2N1 709 726-3882 mmclooney@aol.com

Nova Scotia

Dan Daley 815 – 247 Regency Park Dr Halifax NS B3S 0A5 902 445-0752 dandaley@eastlink.ca

N.B & PEI

Rick Floyd 930 Route 860 French Village Kings County NB E5N 8C7 506 943-1088 rickfloyd5@gmail.com

Québec

Roger Michel 171 Chemin de Patriots St-Charles sur Richelieu QC J0H 2G0 450 584-1138 rogermichel@videotron.ca

Michel Tremblay 1619 Candide Ducharme Cap-Rouge QC G1Y 3V6 418 657-2599 m12tremblay@videotron.ca
Alain Brunelle 796 St-Étienne Granby QC J2G 2P3 450 375-0872 alain.brunelle45@viseotron.ca
Denis Couture 3530 Bombardier Brossard QC J4Z 2N1 450 678-3037 jedcouture@hotmail.com
Ghislain Hudon 1178 de Dieppe Boucherville QC J4B 7Z3 450 641-1523 hudon.ghislain@gmail.com
Ontario

Vacant
Donna Whitton 88 Edmunds Crescent London ON N5Z 4J2 519 685-2892

whitdo@hotmail.com

Edward Wilk # 1107, 5070 Pinedale Ave. Burlington ON L7L 5V6 289 337-1475 edwardwilk36@gmail.com
Rob Whyte 233 Waterbend Cr Kitchener ON N2A 4L2 519 750-9886 rwhyte42@hotmail.com
Robert Lewis 1645 Stanton Avenue LaSalle ON N9J 3H3 519 734-0780
Man.& Sask.

John Melymick 34 Stockton Place Winnipeg MB R3P 1W9 204 895-4285 j.melymick@gmail.com
Malvin Valentini 2947 Neff St. Regina SK S4V 1W7 306 789-2833

Alberta & NWT

dot.lewis@bell.net

valentini@accesscomm.ca

Leonard Holmstrom 11116, 40th Avenue Edmonton AB T6J 0R1 780 435-9254 lcholmstrom@hotmail.com
Robert Thompson 8332 Silverspring Road NW Calgary AB T3B 4J6 403 286-5039 darbob@telus.net

B.C. & Yukon

Owen Renton 252 – 415 Commonwealth Road Kelowna BC V4V 1P4 250 448-4489 owenrenton6@gmail.com
Harold Dashevsky 5938 Ralston Drive Nanaimo BC V9T 5X2 250 751-7959

seashell7@shaw.ca

Jim Anhorn 1859 Greer Avenue Vancouver BC V6J 4V1 604 733-5262 jim-patti@shaw.ca
John Taggart 19967 1st. Avenue
Ex Officio

Langley BC V2Z 0A4 604 514-4909 jtaggart1@telus.net

Alan Marqui 449 Strathcona Westmount QC H3Y 2X2 514 931-8321 alanmarquis70@gmail.com
Jacinthe Morin 109 Place Gaboury St-Bruno QC J3V 5X4 450 441-1368 jacinthe.morin@videotron.ca
Wei Chin 1287 Greenwood Cres Oakville ON L6I 6W3 905 829-1198 wmtmchin@aol.com

